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NEW LOCATION ON US 1 


Here is a view of the new lecation of US 1 in Wake county on the 
cut-off from old US 1 to NC 59, the Raleigh-Louisburg highway. The 
heavy cuts and fills permit a straight, 22-foot concrete highway with 
long sight distance for safety. Note wide topsoil shoulders. Three 
miles of NC 59 are being retreated for heavy traffic when US 1 will 
be rerouted oyer the cut-off and NC 59 to eliminate two narrow under- 
passes and other traffic hazards on the old section of the national 


highway. (Photo by J. W. Bryan, 


PURCHASING 
PROBLEMS 


BY W. G. REAVES 
Assistant Purehasing Agent 


Some signs of price competition 
are showing up at present. For ex- 
ample, vacuum cleaners. One big 
manufacturer recently declined to 
accept an OPA allowed increase of 


874%. One producer of washing 
machines will hold prices down. This 
looks good for consumers, 
Bright Spots 

There are some bright spots, as 
well as dark ones, in the building 
material picture, according to some 
ecent trade reports. 

Here’s a Thumbnail Review: 
srick: Fairly ample supply after 
first quarter of 1947. 
Concrete Blocks: A surplus ex- 
pected by next year, 
Clay Sewer Pipe: Plenty by the 
third quarter of 1947. 
Nails: Very short supply through 
all of 1947. 
Cast Iron Soil Pipe: Approxi- 
mately 10 percent short of needs 
in ‘47. 
Lumber: Inadequate supply even 

(Continued on page four) 
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Jr., Prison Identification Bureau.) 


Four Prisoners 
Die Accidentally 


Accidental death claimed the lives 


'of four state prisoners in different 


accidents over North Carolina with- 
in a period of four days last week. 

Thomas T. Clark, 37, sentenced 
in Iredell county in July to serve 
two years for abandonment and 
non-support, died at a Lincolnton 
hospital October 2 following a pri- 
son truck accident the same day 
near Lincolnton. Sixteen other pri- 
soners and two guards also were in- 
jured. 

Charlie Douglas, 50-year-old 
Negro prisoner serving 2214-30 
years for second degree murder, 
was killed the same day while 
working with a road oil gang near 
Washington, N. C., in Beauford 
county. The Negro slipped and fell 
beneath a highway truck spreading 
gravel and died shortly afterward. 
Sentenced in Harnett county May 
20, 1929, Douglas would have been 
eligible for release January 14 if 
had he lived. 

Crushed By Truck 
Delbert Lewis, 62, serving 29-30 
(Continued on page three) 


ee a 


PAID 
Raleigh, N. C. 


Friday, October 11, 1946 


COMMISSION ASKS 


$104,621,066 


IN FUNDS FOR BIENNIUM BUDGET; 
PLANS 20 PERCENT SALARY BOOST 


Commission Acts 
To Secure Funds, 
Awards Low Bids 


Raleigh—The State Highway and 
Public Works Commission made a 
preliminary move at its September 
27 meeting here to request legisla- 
tive action preventing any possible 
transfers of highway funds to the 
general fund. 

The commission instructed Chair- 
man A. H. Graham and R. Brooks 
Peters, commission general coun- 
sel, to draft a resolution recom- 
mending that the legislature delete 
from the current revenue act sub- 
section (b) of section 406, a revenue 
“safety provision” which would per- 
mit transfer of highway monies to 
the general fund under specified 
conditions. 

Graham said he favored a con- 
stitutional amendment which would 
make it mandatory that gasoline 
taxes “be held inviolate for highway 
use only.” He explained that the 
subsection, enacted in 1935, had 
never been used to transfer funds, 
but pointed out that it left open a 
possible method of transfer under 
the revenue act. And he added, “I 
don’t thing it should be there.” 

Awards Low Bids 

The commission awarded low bids 
on nine of the 10 projects let Sep- 
tember 26. The low bid on a project 
in Haywoood was held in abeyance 
awaiting approval of Commissioner 
John A. Goode of the Tenth Divi- 
sion who was absent. (Goode later 
gave his approval to the bid and 
the project was awarded.) Com- 
missioner T. Max Watson of the 
Ninth Division was also absent. 

Earle J. Petro of the North Caro- 

(Continued on page three) 


IT’S A BOY! 


Raleigh—W. H. (Buck) Webb, 
Jr., genial senior office engineer in 
the right-of-way department, and 
his wife, the former Margaret 
Ward, are the proud parents of a 
baby boy born here October 4. The 
boy weighed seven pounds at birth 
and is their first child. Mrs Webb 
formerly worked for the highway 
department in the general coun- 
sel’s office. 
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Request For 1947-48 Appropria- 
tions Before State Advisory Bud- 
get Group Includes $25,000,000 For 
County Road Construction And 
Maintenance. 


Raleigh—The State Highway and 
Public Works Commission has sub- 
mitted to the State Advisory Bud- 
get Commission a request for ap- 
propriations of $53,142,001 in 1947- 
48 and $51,479,065 in 1948-49, 

The appropriations requests, sub- 
mitted by Chairman A. H. Graham 
at a commission hearing October 2, 
included a 20 pereent increase in 
salaries and a $25,000,000 allocation 
for maintenance and construction of 
county roads during the next bien- 
nium. 

The highway eommissien’s re- 
quest for appropriations compared 
with $51,632,406 in 1945-46 and 
$98,416,767 for 1946-47, but a great 
amount of those funds were un- 
expended because of inability to ob- 
tain material and labor. 

Graham listed total availability 
for the next biennium as $56,822,- 
075 and $51,878,574, compared with 
$102,453,897 for 1945-46 and $108,- 
045,342 for 1946-47. The surplus for 
the next biennium was estimated at 
$3,680,074 and $399,509, eompared 
with $50,821,491 and $9,628,575 in 
the current biennium. 

Expected Surplus 

The expected surplus at the be- 
ginning of the fiscal year 1946-47 
was $9,628,575, the chairman said, 
and at the start of the next fiscal 
year $3,680,074. The surplus at the 
beginning of 1945-46 was $46,816,- 
251, and at the start of the current 
fiseal year $50,821,491, 

The highway request did not in- 
clude federal-aid funds, but con- 
tained $23,950,000 for matching 
federal funds if they are made 
available. Graham estimated that 
highway revenue for the biennium 
will be $47,190,000 and $48,198,500, 
several million higher than the $44,- 
175,031 collected last year and the 
$45,675,031 anticipated this year. 
He described the estimates as “very 
conservative.” 


Graham told the commission that 
he expected much improvement in 
the volume of highway work in the 
next biennium, and explained how 
the lack of material, equipment and 

(Continued on page three) 
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SAFETY FIRST 


Within the last two weeks 

accidents have brought death 
to a. highway maintenance 
worker and four prisoners and 
injury to two prison guards 
and 16 prisoners. 
All of the accidents occur- 
red at widely scattered points 
in North Carolina, and. the 
deaths were the first of their 
kind among highway and pub- 
lic works personnel in many 
months. 

However, these deaths and 
injuries should serve as.a grim 
reminder of the ever present 
necessity for safety instruc- 
tion and precautions in high- 
way,and prison work. 

Accidents can be prevented. 
Time has not dimmed the wis- 
dom of the ancient phase: 
SAFETY FIRST. 


EDITORIAL COMMENT 


FARM ROADS 

Last winter the State High- 
way Commission, individually 
and collectively, as well as 
those connected with the Com- 
mission, were roundly censur- 
ed for the bad condition of ru- 
ral roads. Whether or not they 
deserved the criticism directed 
at them, in view of shortage of 
help, lack of materials and 
four years of war, is a matter 
of opinion. 

If North Carolina experien- 
ces aS much bad weather this 
year.as last, many of the rural 
roads will be impassable again 
this year. 


NORTH CAROLINA HIGHWAYS & PUBLIC WORKS 


COMMISSION ACTS TO 


Here is the text of subsection (b), 
section 406 of the current revenue 
act which has been attacked by the 
Highway Commission because it 
would permit possible diversion of 
highway funds to the general fund: 

It is not the intent of this article 
to exempt gasoline from the retail 
sales tax levied in this article, nor 
is it considered expedient to levy 
a tax upon the wholesale distribu- 
tion of gasoline, payable at the 
source of distribution, and an ad- 
ditional tax upon the retail sale. 
Therefore, to carry out the intent 
of this article, a proportion of the 
tax of six cents per gallon, to be 
determined in the manner herein 


set out, shall be deemed in satis-| 


faction of the tax upon retail sales 
levied. in this article. The Director 


of the Budget, the Chairman of the} 


Highway Commission and the Com- 
missioner of Revenue shall in the 
first fifteen days of. each quarterly 
period, determine the total amount 
of gasoline. sold in the State in the 
preceding three months, and the 
average retail price,. inclusive of 
gasoline tax, and shall on this basis 
compute the amount of tax liability 
at the rate of tax levied in this 
article on retail sales, and the sum 
so computed shall be deducted from 
the tax of six cents per gallon, and 
credited by the State Treasurer to 


PROTECT REVENUES 


the sale tax revenue levied in this 
article. These sums shall be avail- 
able only after full provision is 
made for the expense of collecting 
highway revenues, for the adminis- 
tration of the Highway and Public 
Works Commission, for the service 
of the debt, and for reasonable 
maintenance of State and county 
highways, nor shall the application 
herein made become available to 
the general fund unless the Dir- 
ector of the Budget shall find such 
sum to be reasonably necessary to 
meet appropriations from the gen- 
eral fund. The amount so allocated 
to the general fund shall not be 
transferred: from the Highway 
Fund, or become a definite charge 
against it until the surplus in the 
general fund at the end of the 
present fiscal year, together with 
current revenues, shall have been 
exhausted, or until the Director 
of the Budget shall find as a fact 
that such transfer is necessary to 
prevent a deficit in. the general 
fund; nor shall such transfer or 
any part thereof be made until the 
appropriations from the Highway 
Fund, hereinabove referred to, have 
been provided for. In construing 
this provision the Director of the 
Budget shall not be required to 
take into account an _ incidental 
credit balance of the general fund. 


' But it is to the credit of the !ted at the highway department 


Highway officials that fami- 
lies residing on some five or 
six thousand miles of rural 
roads will not be inconvenien- 
ced by inclement weather. 

It is to the credit of the 
Highway Commission that 
since early summer all high- 
way building records have 
broken. Even officials them- 
selves admit that they have 
achieved far more than they 
thought possible at the begin- 
ning of this year. 

With approximately 48,000 
miles of secondary and farm- 
to-market roads in the state 
highway system, the greatest 
problem before highway offi- 
cials is maintenance. With 
maintenance crews cut fifty to 
sixty percent during the war 
years, and with road building 
machinery and equipment pr- 


actically non-existent, it is no|. 


wonder that last winter’s 
weather left the state a sea 
of mud. — 


More critioten will be af aia 


this year by those residing on 
roads which have not been 
touched yet. 

But in view of the above 
facts, the Highway Commis- 
sion deserves a bouquet for 
achieving the almost impos- 
sible and putting one-eighth 
of the state’s secondary road 
system in order in six months 
against tremendous odds. 

—FOREST CITY COURIER 


DISCIPLINE 


The statistics and planning 
division of the state highway 
commission did not have to 
tell us that an all-time traffic 
volume record was set for 
July. The hospitals, the under- 
takers and the ambulance dri- 
vers beat the highway statis- 
tician to the draw. Their news 
has a way of getting around 
more quickly because of its 
frightening nature. 


' Just the same, the figures 
as produced: by the commis- 
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sion’s statistician, James S. 


Burch, are enlightening for 
the support they give to the 
evidence already in hand. 
Burch said that on an average 
day last month, approximately 
54,000 vehicles passed 20 
counting stations. 

This compared with 52,434 
vehicles for July 1941, a re- 
cord up to that time. He said 
the traffic figures reflect not 
only a heavy vacation move- 
ment but the intense activity 
in commerce, industry and 
agriculture, now being carried 
over the state highway system. 

In short, there is more tra- 
vel over our highways now 
than at any time heretofore. 
When we remember that for 
the most part this travel is 
riding on vehicles much older 
than they were in 1941, we do 
not wonder that some of them 
break down or break up before 
they finish their trips. 

But we hasten to say that 
we do not believe the broken 
cars and the broken bodies 
which lined our highways’ in 
July are all the result of weak- 
ened chassis and cars made de- 
fective by age. Neither are 
they the result of the great 
number of cars on the roads 
during that month. 

If the electric eyes, which 
do the counting of our cars as 
they pass down the road, could 
only tell the whole story. If 
they could record the clip at 
which these cars pass, if they 
could tell whether they were 
passing other cars on blind 
curves or if perchance they 
were wavering from one side 
of the highway to the other, 
as sometimes cars are wont 
to do, then we would have 
something on which to base an 
argument. 

Electric eyes are wonderful 
institutions and marvels of 
science. But all they are doing 
for the highway commission 
just now is the counting. Until 
they are perfected further it 
will be left to our law enforce- 
ment units and to the motorist 
themselves to provide a much 
needed. disciplining. =. , 

—THE SHELBY STAR 
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Personals 


Miss Sara James, after an ab- 


: sence of nearly four years has re- 


turned to her former position of 

senior file clerk in the Central Fil- 

ing Department. 
* co * 

O. C. Ray, senior drafting aide 
in the bridge department was mar- 
ried September 14 to Miss Rebecca 
Dodd of Raleigh. 

* co * 

Among new highway personnel 
employed recently were Jane Frye, 
junior stenographer-clerk, construc- 
tion engineer’s office; Margaret 
Stowe, junior drafting aide, bridge 
department; William E. McClung, 
junior drafting aide, bridge de- 
partment; R. B. O’Hara, senior 
draftsman, bridge department; Eva 
Stephenson, division of materials 
and tests; and Mary Louise Gurkin, 
traffic engineer’s office. 

F * aK * ! 

_ Frank E. Waller of the Division 
of Tests and Materials has resigned. 
* * bd 

James H. Gardner, 65, father of 
William J. Gardner of the bridge de- 
partment, died in Greensburg, Ky., 
after a long illness. | 

co * * 

Funeral services for John T, 
Johnson, 70, a former employee of 
the State Highway equipment depot 
near Raleigh, were held October 1 
in Durham. Mr. Johnson died Sep- 
tember 27 following an illness of 
two years. 

* * *% 

Mrs. Philip B. Pollock of the 
Prison Department record division 
attended the funeral of her father- 
in-law, James B. Pollock, 71, of 
Trenton, on October 2. 

* * * 
. A. P. Norwood, junior draftsman 
in the bridge department, has re- 
signed to resume his studies at 
N. C. State College. 
* * % 

Purchasing Agent J. M. Potter 

is back at work after a brief illness. 


COMMISSION ASKS 


(Continued from page one) 
personnel had handicapped the de- 
partment this year. 

He said that every effort was be- 
ing made to prepare county roads 
for the coming winter weather. 

The appropriations request in- 
eluded sums for the Department of 
Motor Vehicles, the Paroles Com- 
mission, the Probation Commission 
and bus investigations in each case 
based on appropriations for the cur- 
rent biennium. . 

_ All of these departments appear- 
ed before the Advisory Budget Com- 
mission earlier to requests. more 
funds than they are now receiving. 


FATALLY INJURED 


Murphy—Arnold David Ledford, 
380, member of a maintenance road 
crew in district three of division 
10, was fatally injured September 
25 while working on US 64 at Cul- 
berson in Cherokee county. 

It was reported that he was crush- 
ed by a falling boulder while drill- 
ing at the bottom of a rock cut near 
the highway. 

He was a veteran of World War 
II, having served three years in the 
Army with 18 months service over- 
seas. He joined the maintenance 
forces in December 1945 and lived 
in Andrews with his wife, Mrs. 
Faye Adams Ledford, ‘and two 
children, Margaret and Tommy. 


COMMISSION ACTS 


(Continued from page one) 


lina Travel Council appeared before 
the commission to speak in favor of 


‘adding to the highway sign system 


small, uniform signs pointing out 
scenic spots in North Carolina. The 


commission took no action on his re- |. 


quest, but asked to be kept informed 
of future plans being made by the 
Travel Council and the Department 
of Conservation and Development. 

Graham told the commissioners 
that federal-aid primary funds for 
the next year had been awarded 
but that federal-aid secondary 
money had not been released. The 
commissioners agreed to ask the 
Public Roads Administration to 
make any reductions in federal 
road expenditures proportionate be- 
tween primary and secondary roads 
because of the pressing need for se- 
condary road work in the state. 

Secondary Funds Released 

PRA later informed the highway 
commission that it would approve 
projects of the first partial federal- 
aid secondary and urban roads pro- 
gram. The secondary program in- 
volved $8,047,000 and the urban 
work $1,656,840. 

Graham announced at the meet- 
ing that the settlement formed by 
the new highway and public works 
district office and garage on the 
Plaza road near Charlotte has been 
designated “Douglas Siding” in hon- 
or of Commissioner Ben E. Doug- 
las of the Seventh Division. The 
siding had to be named, Graham 
said, because it was too far away 
from the Charlotte rail switching 
area to be included in the sidings 
there. 

The commission approved the ad- 
dition of 57.54 miles of roads to the 
county road system and 1.75 miles 
to the neighborhood system. A to- 
tal of 148.8 miles had been request- 
ed. 

The road projects and low _bid- 


ADDRESSOGRAPH 


The Department of Public 
Relations’ new Addressograph 
machine is being used now to ad- 
dress the bulk of NORTH CAR- 
OLINA HIGHWAYS & PUBLIC 
WORKS mailed out twicea month. 

The machine, a_  fully-auto- 
matic model 1900 with a special 
built feeding attachment, has 
greatly reduced production time 
of this newspaper and will enable 
Public Relations to provide quick- 
er, better service to the highway 
and public works department. 


ders were: 
Federal Aid 

Bladen—grading and bituminous surfac- 
ing of 6.912 miles on N. C. 53 from a 
point approximately four miles northwest 
of US 701 toward Fayetteville, roadways, 
F. D. Cline Const. Co., Raleigh, $84,608.00 ; 
structures, Sanford Const. Co., Sanford, 
$11,388.90. 

Hoke—grading, bituminous surface treat- 
ment and structures of 6.387 miles from a 
point approximately one mile from junction 
with US 15-A east to Rockfish, roadways, 
Zeigler Cline Const. Co., Fayetteville, $80,- 
714.00; structures, Sanford Const. Co., $14,- 
624.60. 

Rowan—grading and bituminous surface 
treatment of 3.703.. miles from a’ county 
road intersection five miles north of Cleve- 
land to a point 1.5 miles north of Wood- 
leaf, Propst Const. Go., $48,615.50. 

Union—grading and bituminous surface 
treatment of 5.798 miles from a-point on 
NC 200:approximately 8.0 miles southwest 
of Monroe to the South Carolina state line, 
Dickerson Company, Monroe, $130,434.20. 

Stokes—surfacing of 3.133 miles of NC 89 
from a point approximately 7.13 miles west 
of Danbury toward Danbury, D, W. Winkel- 
man Co:, Greensboro, $51,925.00. 

Surry—grading, bituminous surface treat- 
ment and structures of 5.458 miles from 
US 601 south toward Levelcross, Roadways, 
B. D. Gentry, Const. Co., Walnut Cove, 
$83,907.00; structures, Rowan Const. Co., 
Salisbury, $25,265.75. 

Haywood—bituminous surfacing of 4.546 
miles of NC 293 between Delwood and 
Junaluska, Dickerson Company, $108,439.25. 

State Betterment 

Iredell—bituminous surface treatment of 
8.50 miles from a point on US 70 7.3 miles 
west of Statesville northwest 5.5 miles on 
a county road, and from a point on US 21 
5.2 miles northeast of Statesville north 3.0 
miles on a county road, E. W. Grannis Co., 
Fayetteville, $74,065.00. 

McDowell—grading and surfacing of 7.859 
miles from a point on US 70, 6.4 miles east 
of Marion south 2.3 miles on a county road, 
and from a point 1.4 miles southwest of 
Marion south 5.56 miles, Suber & Co., 
Whitmire, S. C., $141,380.90. 

Surry—bituminous surfacing of 1.75 miles 
from Country Club Road to Ward’s Gap 
road on county road, and from Booker’s 
Store southwest to Toast road on county 
road, W. E. Graham & Sons, Cleveland, 
$18,415.50. 


ATTEND MEETING 


Raleigh—State Prison. Director 
Clyde O. Robinson and Warden 
H. H. Wilson of Central Prison 
attended the annual meeting of the 
national prison officials association 
in Detroit last week. 


’ sentenced 


TRUCK, BUS ROUTES 
COVER 9,370 MILES 


Raleigh—A new study by the 
State Highway and Public Works 
Commission has revealed that truck 
or bus routes cover 9,370 miles of 
the 11,298-mile state highway sys- 
tem, James S. Burch, engineer of 
Statistics and planning has report- 
ed. 

These routes also extend over 
345 miles of roads not on the state 
highway system, he added, making 
a total of 9,715 miles of bus and 
truck routes in North Carolina. 

“When it is recalled that there 
were no scheduled or franchised 
bus lines or truck lines in North 
Carolina prior to 1924,’ Burch said, 
“and that the present mileage of 
such routes in the state is equiva- 
lent to a distance half way around 
the world, the impact of commercial 
highway transport may be roughly 
appraised.” 


PRISONERS DIE 


(Continued from page one) 


years.for second degree murder, 
was killed instantly October 4 near 
Jackson county prison camp 1008 
when a truck loaded with rock back- 
ed over him. Lewis, convicted in 
McDowell county in June 1942, was 
working in a rock quarry when the 
accident occurred. tt 

Leroy Smith, 27-year-old Negro 
in Edgecombe county 
September 1941 to serve 10-12 years 
for attempted rape, was killed Octo- 
ber 5 in a freakish accident at Bla- 
den county prison camp 301. Smith, 
a night cook at the camp, was as- 
sisting in moving a locked wooden 
gun case in the guards’ quarters 
when a shotgun inside the locked 
case fell over, discharged and sent 
a load of buckshot through the case 
into the right side of Smith. The 
case was being moved to permit 
completion of painting the ffoor in 
the guards’ quarters. 

The Lincolnton truck accident re- 
sulted from a broken steering rod, 
Prison Inspector Kyle Matthews 
said. All of the men were from 
Gaston county prison camp 905. 
Injured guards were Lloyd Lutz 
and Harold D. Brown. 

The injured prisoners were Jim 
Shields, Elbert Metcalf, Champ 
Terry, Jade Harris, Carl Elam, 
Harry Trivette, Everett Benfield, 
Guy Humphreys, Grady Birchfield, 
James H. Wilson, James Whitman, 
Cordell Hogshed, Marshall Prince, 
Pleze Honeycutt, Arthur Moody, 
and Warren Sullivan. 

Full investigations are being made 
of the accidents which resulted in 
the first accidental deaths in the 
state prison system in over. six 
months, Matthews said. 
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Prison Department’s Escape-Capture 


NORTH CAROLINA HIGHWAYS & PUBLIC WORKS 


Record Continues Steady Improvement 
oO 


The steady improvement in es- 
capes and captures continued dur- 
ing September when 22 prisoners 
escaped and 82 were captured, Pri- 
son Director Clyde O. Robinson has 
announced. 

The month’s record compared 
favorably with July’s 61 escapes 
and 23 captures and August’s 35 
escapes and 40 captures. 

Division Nine led the state in 
escapes with six prisoners fleeing 
and only one recaptured. Other 
division records were, with escapes 
and captures listed in order: Divi- 
sion One, 1, 2; Division Two. 2, 1; 
Division Three, 1, 7; Division Four, 
1, 3; Division Five, 3, 5; Division 
Six, 0, 3; Division Seven, 2, 2; 
Division Eight, 1, 2; Division Ten, 
5.4. 

Camp ratings for September 16- 
30 were: 

Three Stars 
(No Escapes) 

Central Prison and Woman’s Pri- 
son, Raleigh, and all others with 
the exception of the following. 

Two Stars 
(One Escape) 

Rowan 707, Gaston 905, Cherokee 
1003, Henderson 1007, Johnston 402. 
One Star 
(Two Escapes) 

Caswell 502, Pitt 210. 

Non-Star 
(More Than Two Escapes) 
NONE. 


PURCHASING PROBLEMS 


(Continued from page one) 

with hoped for record production. 
Millwork: At least 15 percent 
below demand in 1947. 
Sheet Steel: More is going into 
housing, so pinch on industry 
will increase by year end. Other 
users will get only 50 or 60 per- 
cent of needs. 

At the present time there is a 
critical shortage of automotive an- 
ti-freeze, batteries and heaters. You 
are urged ‘to purchase your im- 
mediate requirements, to best ad- 
vantage, from local sources. Present 
indications are that all of these 
items will remain in short supply 
throughout the winter. 

Meat 

Meat shortage will be at its worst 
until early or mid-November, then 
it will ease a bit, but supply will 
not meet demand before mid 1947. 
It is reported that all-out-produc- 
tion will be sought by Govt. again 
next year. Prices and demand may 
sag a bit by late spring. All in all, 
1947 is expected to be another pro- 
fitable year for farmers. 

The strike situation appears to 


be straightening out a little for the 
time being, but critical deficiencies 
in lead, copper and sheet steel, and 
a few other important items are 
still major stumbling blocks in the 
production line. 

Truck Production Lagging 

Truck output is still low. Actually, 
truck prouduction still is below the 
1941 total at this time of the year 
and is even further behind the ori- 
ginal schedule set up early in the 
year. 

Tire prices up 2% percent. OPA 
retail ceiling prices on passenger 
car and truck tires have been in- 
creased approximately 214 percent, 
to meet the requirement of the new 
price control act that distributors 
be allowed their percentage mark 
up of March 31, 1946. 


Virginia Releases 
County Road Funds 


Richmond, Va.—Allocations total- 
ing $15,724,141 for the state’s se- 
condary highway system have been 
made for the fiscal year beginning 
July 1, the state highway depart- 
ment has announced. 

The allocations consist of $11,- 
487,355 in outright grants, $350,000 
in a revolving bridge fund, and 
$3,886,786 in federal-state matching 
funds. The total represents an in- 
crease of $7,000,000 allocated to se- 
condary roads in any previous year. 

The state funds were distributed 
on the basis of area, population, 
secondary road mileage and vehicle 
miles of travel on the secondary 
system. 

The revolving bridge funds were 
apportioned on the same basis for 
the 24 counties participating dur- 
ing the next year. The funds for 
bridge construction needs are rot- 
ated so that all counties participate 
over four-year period. 


NEW ADMINISTRATOR 


Washington, D. C.—James W. 
Follin of Washington has been ap- 
pointed Assistant Administrator of 
the Federal Works Agency, Major 
General Philip B. Fleming, Federal 
Works Administrator, has announc- 
ed. 

An engineer with varied exper- 
ience in construction and trade as- 
sociation activities, Follin has been 
managing director of The Pro- 
ducers’ Council, Inc., national or- 
ganization of manufacturers of 
building materials and equipment, 
since 1939. 


Today’s Chuckles 


Teacher: How many bones have 
you in your body? 
Pupil: About a thousand. 
Teacher: That is a good many 
more than I have. 
Pupil. Well, I had sardines for 
lunch. 
* * 
“So you met your wife at a 
dance. Wasn’t that romantic? 
“No, embarrassing. I thought she 
was home taking care of the kids.” 
* * * 


A test of true love: If your girl 
really loves you, you can make her 
do anything she wants to. 

* * * 

What Our Fore-Fathers Might 

Have Said About Golf 


Caesar: I shot, I sliced, I bunker- 


ed. 
John Paul Jones: I have not yet 
begun to putt. 

Stonewall Jackson: Don’t shoot 
until they’re on the green. 

Admiral Perry: We have found 
the balls and they are ours. 

General Sherman: Golf is hell. 

x * & 

Nurse: Doctor, every time I bend 
over this patient to listen to his 
heart, his pulse increases. What 
should I do? 

Doctor: Button your collar. 

* * x 


Bobby: “Pop, what is woman’s 
intuition?” 

Father: “Son, I think it’s about 
three-fourths suspicion.” 

* * * 

“Johnny,. don’t you want to see 
your little baby sister that the 
stork brought?” 

“No, but I want to see the stork.” 

* * * 


Definitions Not Found In The 
Dictionary 

Alcohol: An excellent liquid for 
preserving almost anything but 
secrets, 

Bartender: One who puts you in 
contact with the spiritual world. 

Bigamist: (a) A man who mar- 
ries twice in a wifetime. (b) A 
man who has taken one too many. 

Eskimos: God’s frozen people. 

Labor-saving device: A rich wife. 

Loaded dice: A serious case of 
poison ivory. 

Perfume manufacturer: A man 
who always has his business in 
other people’s noses. 


Sense of humor: What makes you 
laugh at something which would 
make you mad if it happened to you. 

Sugar daddy: A form of cry- 
stallized sap. 

* * * 


Mike: “Tis a fine lad you have 
here. A magnificent head and noble 
features. Could you loan me a 
couple of dollars?” 
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Registration Of 
Privately-Owned 


Cars To Increase @ 


Washington, D. C.—Despite limi ew 


ed production of new cars, the num 
ber of privately-owned motor vehic- 
les registered during the current 
year will be substantially greater 
than 1946 registrations, the Public 
Roads Administration has esti 
mat.ed 

Truck registrations will reach an 
estimated total of 5,423,000, an in- 
crease of 588,000 or 12.2 percent 
over 1945 registrations, and approx- 
imately 563,000 more than the num- 
ber registered in 1941, the prewar 
peak year for motor vehicle regist- 
rations. 

Autos To Show Increase 

Automobile registrations are ex- 
pected to increase from 25,691,434 
in 1945 to an estimated 27,088,000 
in 1946, a rise of 5.4 percent, but 
will be about 2,436,000 or 8.3 per- 
cent, fewer than the 29,524,101 cars 
registered in 1941. — 

California, with an estimated 
total of 2,955,000 privately-owned 
vehicles to be registered in 1946, 
and New York, with an estimated 
total of 2,560,000, will lead the 
States in motor vehicle registra- 
tions. Pennsylvania will be third 
with an estimated 2,075,000 regist- 
rations. Thirteen states will have 
increases over 1941 registrations. 

These figures do not include ap- 
proximately 115,000 buses expected 
to be registered this year, thePRA 
said. 


Pat: “I could not. ‘Tis me wife’s 


| child by her first husband.” 
* * # 


Clear voiced girl (in crowded bus 
to her friend): “I wish that good 
looking man would give me his 
seat.” 

Five men got up. 

* * * 

Billy (to his sister who was eat- 
ing an apple): “Let’s play Adam 
and Eve.” 

Sister: “How do you play that, 
Billy?” 

Billy: “Well, you tempt me to eat 
your apple and I’ll give in.” 

* oe 


“T called on Mabel last night an/ 
I was hardly inside the door befor. 
her mother asked me about my 
intentions.” 

“That must have been embarrass- 
ing.” 

“Yes, but the worst of it was 
Mabel called from upstairs and 
said: ‘That isn’t the one, Mother.” 

* *# * 


If a man has his nose broken in 


two places, he ought to keep out of 
those places. 


\ 
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